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A network -based sales system, comprising: 
a Vterchant database comprising a plurality of 
digital advert isements and a plurality of respective product 
fulfillment \tems; 
/ at lea&t one creation computer for creating said 

/ merchant databa\e; and 

at least tme merchant computer for causing said 
digital advertisements to be transmitted to a user and for 
causing advertised products to be transmitted to said user; 

said creation computer and said merchant computer 
being interconnected by\i computer network ; 

said creation compVter being programmed to create 
said merchant database, and\to transmit said digital 
advertisements and said produ\t fulfillment items to said 
merchant computer ; 

said merchant computer be\ng programmed to receive 
said digital advertisements and product fulfillment items, 
to receive a request for a digital advertisement from a 
user, to cause said digital advertisement to be sent to said 
user, to receive from said user an access, mesL'-icxe 
identifying an advertised product, and to \ause said product 
to be sent to said user in accordance with a\ product 
fulfillment item corresponding to said produci 



1 2. A network-based sales system in accordance with 

2 claim 1, wherein each of said digital advertisements 

3 comprises an abstract of a product and a price. 

1 3 . A network-based sales system in accordance with 

2 claim 2, wherein: 

3 at least one of said product fulfillment items 

4 comprises a product itself; and 
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said creation computer is programmed to transmit 
said product to said merchant computer with said digital 
advertisements . 

4. A network-based sales system in accordance with 
claim 2, wherein: 

at least one of said product fulfillment items 
comprises a hard good identifier; and 

said creation computer is programmed to transmit 
said hard good identifier to said merchant computer with 
said digital advertisements. 

\5 . A method of operating a merchant computer in a 
network-foased sales system comprising a merchant database 
that comprises a plurality of digital advertisements and a 
plurality of respective product fulfillment items, at least 
^5 yone creation corrf&uter for creating said merchant database, 

6 and at least one merchant computer for causing said digital 

7 advertisements to be \ransmit ted to a user and for causing 

8 advertised products to be transmitted to said user, said 

9 creation computer and said\merchant computer being 

10 interconnected by a computer\ietwork , said method comprising 

11 the steps of: 

12 receiving, at said merchamX computer, said digital 

13 advertisements and said product fulfillment items, said 

14 digital advertisements and said product\fulf illment items 

15 having been transmitted to said merchant computer by said 

16 creation computer, said merchant database coV rising said 

17 digital advertisements and said product fulfillment items 

18 having been created by said creation computer; 

19 receiving a request for a digital advertisemeXt from 
2 0 a user; 
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causing said digital advertisement to be sent to 
saiflj user; 

\ receiving from said user an access message 
identifying an advertised product; and 

pausing said product to be sent to said user in 
accordance with a product fulfillment item corresponding to 
said product . 
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6. A\hypertext statement system, comprising: 

a client computer for operation by a client user; 



and 



one or more server computers for operation by a 
server user; 

said client \computer and said server computers being 
interconnected by a ecomputer network ; 

at least one oV said server computers being 
programmed to record puVchase transaction records in a 
database, each of said pVrchase transaction records 
comprising a product descrd.pt ion, and to transmit a 
statement document comprising said purchase transaction 
records to said client computer ; 

said client computer bXing programmed to display 
said product descriptions, to Aceive a request from said 
client user to display a product Corresponding to a product 
description displayed by said clieVt computer, and to cause 
a product hypertext link derived fr\m a purchase transaction 
record to be activated; 

at least one of said server computers being 
programmed to respond to activation of said product 
hypertext link by causing said product t\ be sent to said 
client computer. 
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1 \ 7. A hypertext statement system in accordance with 

2 craim 6, wherein: 

3 \ said client computer is programmed to receive a 

4 request from said client user to display transaction details 

5 corresponding to a product description displayed by said 

6 client Computer and to cause a transaction detail hypertext 

7 link corresponding to said product description to be 

8 activatedX and 

9 saiq, server computer is programmed to respond to 
activation oV said transaction detail hypertext link by 

11 transmitting s\aid transaction details to said client 

12 computer as a transaction detail document. 

K. 1 8 . A hypertext statement system in accordance with 

• 2 claim 7, wherein: \ 

3 said transaction detail document further comprises a 

4 customer service form hypertext link; 

<* 5 said client computer is programmed to receive a 

" 6 request from said client usW to display a customer service 

\ \ 

i 7 form and to cause said customer service form hypertext link 

t 8 to be activated; and \ 

1^ 9 said server computer is programmed to respond to 

* 10 activation of said customer service form hypertext link by 

11 transmitting said customer service Yorm to said client 

12 computer. \ 

1 9. A hypertext statement system\in accordance with 

2 claim 6, wherein: \ 

3 said statement document further comprises a customer 
;.' 4 service form hypertext link; \ 

5 said client computer is programmed to \eceive a 

6 request from said client user to display a cust\ner service 
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7 X^form and to cause said customer service form hypertext link 

8 tp be activated; and 

9 \ said server computer is programmed to respond to 

10 activation of said customer service form hypertext link by 

11 transmitting said customer service form to said client 

12 compute!) 

1 10. \ A method of operating a server computer in a 

2 hypertext statement system comprising a client computer for 

3 operation by a\ client user, and one or more server computers 

4 for operation b\ a server user, said client computer and 

5 said server computers being interconnected by a computer 

6 network, said method comprising the steps of: 

7 recording, at\one of said server computers, purchase 

8 transaction records in\a database, each of said purchase 

9 transaction records comprising a product description; and 
transmitting a statement document comprising said 

S 11 purchase transaction record^ to said client computer; 

*l 12 said client computer being programmed to display 

p 13 said product descriptions, to rteceive a request from said 

14 client user to display a product Vorresponding to a product 

^ 15 description displayed by said cliekt computer, and to cause 

I 16 a product hypertext link derived frdm a purchase transaction 

17 record to be activated; 

18 at least one of said server computers being 

19 programmed to respond to activation of s\id product 

20 hypertext link by causing said product to\>e sent to said 

21 client computer. 

1 11. A network payment system, comprising: 

2 at least one buyer computer for operatio\ by a user 

3 desiring to buy a product; and 
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at least one payment computer for processing payment 
messuages from said buyer computer; 

\ said buyer computer and said payment computer being 
interconnected by a computer network; 

said buyer computer being programmed to cause a 
payment message to be sent to said payment computer, said 
payment mess sage comprising a product identifier identifying 
said product that said user desires to buy; 

said toayment computer being programmed to receive 
said payment message, to cause an access message to be 
created to enable said user to access said product, and to 
record a purchase^ transaction record in said settlement 
database ; 

said buyer domputer being programmed to cause a 
request for purchase \ransaction records to be sent to said 
payment computer; and 

said payment computer being programmed to receive 
said request for purchaseX transaction records and to cause a 
document derived from said Npurchase transaction records to 
be sent to said buyer computer. 
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12 . A method of operating a payment computer in a 
network payment system comprising at least one buyer 
computer for. operation by a user desiring to buy a product, 
and at least one payment computer fVr processing payment 
messages from said buyer computer, sa^Ld method comprising 
the steps of : 

receiving, at said payment computer, a payment 
message that said buyer computer has caused to be sent to 
said payment computer, said payment message^ comprising a 
product identifier identifying said product \hat said user 
desires to buy; 
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12 '\ causing an access message to be created to enable 

13 saHuser to access said product; 

14 reqording a purchase transaction record in said 

15 settlement da&aijase; 

16 receiving al^cjuest for purchase transaction records 

17 that said buyer computerS^as caused to be sent to said 

18 payment computer; and 

!9 causing a document derived from said purchase 

2 0 transaction records to be sent to^sa"i,d buyer computer. 
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